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of course fishermen; a few about the roots of the mountain
above-mentioned live by hunting, a miserable resource, I was
told. The total population of the island is reckoned fit seventy
thousand or thereabouts; but it is now on the decreas^.

The town inhabitants, of whom I mainly have to speak,
whatever may be the truth of their origin, Nabathsean or
otherwise, are at present a very hybrid race, yet fused into a
general and distinctive type. Were I to say half way between
Arab and Guzeratee, with a rather fishy look, not unnatural to
such maritime beings, in the smooth placidity of their rounded
off features, I should perhaps come the nearest possible to a
description. They are neither tall in stature nor strong in
limb, neither exactly white nor exactly brown, neither particu-
larly well-favoured nor remarkably ill ; yet they have a quick
and intelligent look, a litheness of frame, an case of manner,
and a certain good-humoured expression that bespeak what one-
may for compendium's sake call a " handy race/' like to thrive,
better suited for peace than for war, for trade than for agricul-
ture, arfd perhaps for sea rather than for land. It is a curious
fact, nor wholly easy to decipher, that the Sonnees of Menamah,
a sixth of its population or thereabouts, are neither Hanbelees,
as their vicinity to Arabia might lead one to expect, nor Hanec-
fees, like their Belooch and Affghan neighbours across the Gulf;
nor ShafTees, like the main body of orthodox Mahometans
towards Basrah and Bagdad ; but Malckees, the Islamitic school
predominant, as is well known, in Egypt and Northern Africa.
Yet there is certainly no community of blood or emigration
between Tunis and Bahreyn. The remaining five-sixths are
Shiya'ees of the Persian fashion.

Mixed with the indigenous population are numerous strangers
and settlers, some of whom have been established here for many
generations back, attracted from other lands either by the profits
of commerce or of the pearl fishery, and still retaining more or
less of the physiognomy and garb of their native countries.
Thus the gay-coloured close-cut dress of the southern Persian,
the saffron-stained vest of 'Oman, the white robe of Nejed, find
the striped gown of Bagdad, are often to be seen mingling with
the light garments of Bahreyn, its blue and rod turban, its
white silk-fringed cloth worn Banian fashion round the waist,
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